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Maria M. Braungart

Maria Braungart is a graduate from the University of New York at Buffalo with a B.A. in interdisciplinary Sciences and a Minor in Psychology. Prior to relocating from Buffalo to Vancouver, Maria was employed at Leica Inc. a worldwide, 11,500 employees, one billion dollar manufacturer and supplier of scientific, ophthalmic, optical and electro-optical instruments and systems. She was with them for 20 years moving up the ladder from company librarian to Conventions & Exhibits Manager. For the past 18 years she has been part of The Vancouver Board of Trade’s membership team. She started her professional career at The Board first as a Membership Consultant, promoted to Manager, Membership Services and at present is their Director, Membership Services. Throughout her career with The Board she has been actively involved in membership engagement and retention. She also oversees The Board’s Membership Committee and Ambassadors Club volunteers and ensures these Committees are effectively chaired and managed. In 2011 The Vancouver Board of Trade recognized Maria with the Chairman’s Award for her outstanding contribution as a member of the staff at The Board for the last 18 years. When Maria is not attending Board of Trade events, she is off camping, hiking, visiting her relatives in Montreal, knitting and baking pies.
Joseph Chan (Incumbent)

Joseph Chan is a graduate of Simon Fraser University in Computing Science and Behavioral Psychology.  He was formerly a military officer in the Canadian Armed Forces, and has since worked in technical aspects of health care and telecommunications consulting.
 
His past advocacy activities include co-authoring and publication of studies on issues of the Vancouver Downtown Eastside, law enforcement and criminal justice for Simon Fraser University and the University College of the Fraser Valley.
 
Joseph was a volunteer with the Host Program.  He speaks English, French and Cantonese
April English (Incumbent)

April English has worked for 27 years as a mediator, facilitator, trainer and manager with non-profit, government and business groups across British Columbia, Canada and internationally.  A partner in The YES Resolution Group Inc., she has also served as the senior Canadian associate with Elizabeth Crook & Associates, as an Acting Director with BC Housing Management Commission, as Interim Education Director for the Co-operative Housing Federation of BC and as a Technical Adviser for Rooftops Canada, among other professional experiences.  She has been on the faculty for the Social Ventures Institute and the Social Ventures Network, and has also served as a Director of CCEC Credit Union, BC Non-Profit Housing Association, BC Dispute Resolution Practicum Society and COHO Management Services.  She is currently a Director of Women Transforming Cities International.  She has been a Director with ISSofBC since 2005, during which time she has been Secretary, Chair of the Governance Committee, Chair of the Visioning Ad Hoc Task Force, and a member of the Facilities Committee.  She is also a Director of the numbered company recently formed by ISSofBC.

Steve Kooner

Steve Kooner is a lawyer, who practices personal injury, immigration, and criminal law.

Steve holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science from Simon Fraser University and a Juris Doctor Law Degree from the University of Calgary.

Steve began his affiliation with the Immigrant Service Society of British Columbia as a volunteer assisting immigrants in career access skills.

Steve has been interested in working with immigrants since a very young age.

Steve also enjoys learning and reading about world history, politics, and cultures. He also enjoys exercising; watching NHL hockey and movies; and socializing with family and friends.

Martha Jane Lewis
Martha Jane Lewis is a practicing lawyer, and supervising lawyer for TRAC Tenant Resource & Advisory Centre in Vancouver, BC. 

Martha was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba and attended schools in Toronto and in Switzerland. She received a BA in Economics from the University of Victoria, BC and worked in investments and then in international trade in Canada, England and Thailand. She lived in Bangkok for eight years before returning to Canada via the UK.

Martha received an LLB from the Law School at the University of British Columbia, and an LLM from the Law School at the University of Bristol, England. Her Masters courses were international human and welfare rights, international labour and welfare rights, and environmental law. She now works in the area of social justice.
Nicolas Lozovsky (for Election)
Nicolas Lozovsky (Dip Arch, March) has been a member of AIBC for 40 years, served on the examining board, certification board and is a past Chairman of the Examining Board for Architects.

He was a partner at UNECON Partnership and UNECON Architecture, specializing in institutional projects namely Vancouver Public Aquarium and St. Paul’s Hospital. Nicolas was President of ISSofBC for 10years. He was a board member and Treasurer at AMASA and Canadian Folk Society. For 10 years he was President of Russian Community Centre of Vancouver.

Nicolas loves folk music, plays in the Russian Folk Orchestra, and enjoys travel, dance and scuba diving.

________________________________________________________________

Maria Rajanayagam
Maria Rajanayagam is an Account Manager, with the Commercial team at RBC Royal Bank with 4 years experience in financial services.  In her role she finds creative solutions to finance operating companies.

Prior to joining RBC, Maria was the Executive Director of the American Chamber of Commerce in Sri Lanka.  With over 100 offices outside the United States, the American Chamber is the largest business federation in the world.

Maria also has experience working for the Canadian Federal Government with both the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) and the National Research Council (NRC).

Maria holds a Bachelor of Science from the University of British Columbia.

Manchan Sonachansingh 
Manchan Sonachansingh was born in Trinidad & Tobago and came to Canada in 1996.

Prior to migrating to Canada, Manchan’s career experiences included public accounting and development banking.  He holds a CA designation and a Master of Science from Trinidad & Tobago, and a Bachelor of Commerce and CGA in Canada.

Manchan was Director of Finance & IT at ISSofBC from 1996, until he left in 2004 to engage in business and financial consulting.  While at ISSofBC he was a founding member of the Equality Committee.

He also serves on the Boards of Community and Sports Organizations and has chaired the Caribbean Day Festival Committee (North Vancouver).

Jim Tallman
Jim Tallman has been a Training Consultant since 1979, working with clients in business, industry and government. He has worked with clients across Canada, the U.S. and overseas. He is president of North Pacific Training & Performance Inc., a company that creates competency-based training systems for the resource and heavy equipment sectors. 

He was a host for several families and individuals through the ISSofBC Host Program, and has served on the ISSofBC Board of Directors since 1995.  He has also served on the board of AMSSA.
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